[Special considerations in chemo- and radiotherapy and supportive care of elderly patients with cancer].
Differences in tumorbiology and age-associated changes, such as an impaired functional status and the presence of comorbidities, can result in treatment decisions differing from established standards, as standard treatments have often been established through clinical trials mainly including younger patients. Neither therapeutic nihilism due to advanced age nor treatment according to established standards at all costs is the optimal treatment for elderly patients. This article summarizes recently published data regarding the treatment of elderly patients according to main tumor types.